
If a life-changing experience occurs and 

there is no assessment tool to capture it…

has it really happened?
Stephen Biscotte

Coordinator for General Education

Virginia Tech



Close your eyes and 
picture your most 
memorable meal.
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Now, 1s describe your 
meal to the 2s



‘An experience’

1. Anticipation

2. Continuity

3. Consummation

- Dewey, J. 1934. Art as Experience.
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Agenda

An experience…

• What is it and what is it NOT?

• What’s the challenge?

• How do we do it?

• How do we capture it?
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An Experience

In Art



On enzyme purification (aka doing 
science):

“logistics resembled assembling successively 
higher base camps”

“protein fatalities and… contaminants 
resembled the adventure of unexpected 
storms and hardships”

“reward… of a commanding view from the 
summit.”

- Arthur Kornberg
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An Experience

In Science



• ‘the humdrum’

• Monotony

• Full of distraction

• Conventional

• Passive

• Finish as much in as short a 
time as possible

• Anesthetic…
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What is 
NOT 

‘an experience’?
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The Challenge



CRISPA

• Connections

• Risk-taking

• Imagination

• Sensory experience

• Perceptivity

• Active engagement

- Uhrmacher, 2009
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How do we do it?



Offer active sensory experiences:

Sara: Bubbles are coming.

Martin: Look! It’s bubble water. It’s 
carbonic acid.

Sara: Wow! [excited] Jeez, that’s wild!

Martin: That’s carbonic acid. Can we 
touch it?

Julia: Wait! Wow! [excited]

12 of 20

How do we do it?



13 of 20

Take students from
see   ‘re-see’

- Girod, Rau, Schepige (2003)

How do we do it?



Ask ‘What If’ Questions:

“Every time I walk on grass, I 
feel sorry because I know the 
grass is screaming at me.”

— Barbara McClintock
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How do we do it?
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How do we do it?



Virginia Tech Gen Ed Scientific 
Reasoning Indicators of Learning

The student will be able to…

1. Explain the foundational knowledge 
of a particular scientific discipline.

2. Apply principles and techniques of 
scientific inquiry.

3. Evaluate the credibility and the 
use/misuse of scientific information.

4. Analyze the reciprocal impact of 
science and society.
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Students in the treatment class were:

“drawn to wonder,

tell others, 

and see the world through new 
eyes.”

- Girod, Twyman, and Wojcikiewicz
(2010)
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Well Does Teaching 
for Aesthetic 

Experience Work?



How to Capture the Aesthetic Experience

Step 1: Faculty treat students as artists

Step 2: Faculty design lessons within the 
CRISPA framework

Step 3: Capture learning through course-
embedded assessment

Step 4: Evaluate those artifacts based on 
an aesthetic experience rubric
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How do we 
capture it?

Claim?

Student Growth!
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How do we capture it?



Conclusion

This is learning!
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Questions?
Stephen Biscotte

Coordinator for General Education

Virginia Tech

biscotsm@vt.edu, gened@vt.edu

@VTGenEd

mailto:biscotsm@vt.edu
mailto:gened@vt.edu



