
 

 
2015 Virginia Assessment Group Conference  
Knowing Our Worth, Showing Our Worth: Demonstrating Quality and Value through Assessment 
November 18-20, 2015 
Crowne Plaza, Richmond VA 
 
Call for Proposals 
 
We would like to invite you and your colleagues to join the Virginia Assessment Group (VAG) and the 
Virginia Regional Accreditation Symposium (VRAS) for our annual conference November 18-20, 2015 at 
the Richmond Crowne Plaza. These two groups are coordinating their programs so that attendance at 
both is possible, and encouraged. In our ongoing efforts to facilitate sharing of best practices and 
highlighting practical assessment that works we encourage you to submit a proposal for a traditional or 
Pecha Kuccha (see below for a description) session at the 2015 conference in Richmond.  
 
The deadline for proposal submission is September 30, 2015; however, early submissions are 
encouraged, as notification of acceptance will be made on a rolling basis within three weeks of a 
proposal’s submission. Questions may be directed to Tim Merrill (TimothyMerrill@rmc.edu), the 
conference chair.  
 
Conference Themes 
 
The 2015 conference focuses on: 

 Sharing effective practices that communicate assessment results to various stakeholders, 
including faculty, campus leaders, parents, policy makers, and students themselves; 

 Highlighting research-based practices for getting usable data into the hands of those who need 
it; and 

 Promoting the dissemination of assessment results in both the popular and scholarly press. 
 
We invite proposals that address work that has proven effective in these areas. More specifically, we 
invite proposals from assessment professionals who – as part of closing the loop on an assessment 
initiatives – have developed and documented robust ways of sharing not only assessment data but 
“lessons learned” through the process. While proposals on any topic related to assessment and 
institutional effectiveness are welcome, special consideration will be given to proposals that: 

 Assess general education; 

 Focus on faculty engagement and/or faculty development; 

 Address assessment challenges within specific institutional contexts (e.g., community colleges, 
small privates, large research institutions); 

 Assess high-impact practices (HIPS) in the curriculum or co-curriculum; 

 Connect academic and administrative assessment; 

 Engage students in the work of assessment in unique ways; or 

 Contribute to the evolving dialog on quality in higher education. 
 
 
 
  



 

 
Submitting a Proposal 
 
Proposals are accepted through an online form and must include (word limits in parentheses): 

 Session title (20 words) 

 Session outcomes (50 words, no more than 3 key outcomes beginning with “Participants will”) 

 Proposal abstract (500 words) 

 Session description for the program (100 words) 

 Statement of intended audience/audience level (50 words) 

 Plan for participant engagement (150 words, not required for poster or Pecha Kucha proposals) 

 Brief biography for each presenter (150 words) 
 
Proposal Review Criteria 
 
Members of the planning committee will review proposals based on the following criteria: 

 Potential for the proposed session/presentation to advance new approaches to assessment; 

 Extent to which the session/presentation offers robust and creative approaches to assessment 
broadly; 

 Extent to which the session/presentation offers specific strategies to foster better collaboration 
and/or communication with the myriad stakeholders of assessment; and 

 Extent to which the session/presentation advances assessment as a scholarly endeavor. 
 
Availability of space, presenter mix, presentation type, and topic coverage will also be considered. 
 
Session Formats 
 
Poster (60 minutes; usually 1-2 presenters) 
 
A successful poster: 

 Shares a visual representation/model of an assessment framework and/or assessment/research 
findings. 

 Is designed to promote conversations and networking between the presenters and a maximum 
number of conference participants. 

 Is also an appropriate venue for sharing the results of a pilot project and soliciting collegial 
feedback for bringing a smaller project to scale. 

 
  



 

 
Concurrent Session (60 minutes; 2-3 presenters; room set in round tables or classroom style; audiovisual 
as available upon request) 
 
A successful concurrent session: 

 Shares current work in assessment theory, research, or practice related to the conference 
themes. 

 Engages participants in an active learning environment. 

 Is scaffolded appropriately to engage participants where they are in their assessment work (e.g., 
beginning, intermediate, advanced). 

 May be organized as either a panel/participant discussion or an analysis of assessment practices 
and/or research results. 

 Is more than a show-and-tell! It must connect the practice or research highlighted to broader 
lessons learned and recommendations for future work that is pertinent to the session’s 
audience. 

 
Pecha Kucha Day  
 
Based on overwhelming positive feedback (and plenty of fun) from the 2014 conference, we are 
structuring Friday November 20, 2015 as our Pecha Kucha Day (loosely translated as “chit chat” in 
Japanese). These sessions were highly entertaining both from an audience perspective and from that of 
the presenters, who are encouraged to follow a format that:  

 Creatively combines visual and oral presentation elements. 

 Is tightly focused. 

 Shares a creative assessment practice, an interesting or unexpected research finding, or 
explores a philosophical or ethical question related to one of the conference themes. 

 Consists of 20 slides running for 20 seconds each (slides are automatically advanced). 
 
Three Pecha Kucha presentations will be combined with 30 minutes discussion time to create a 60-
minute session. Our plans will be to have several sessions occurring simultaneously. Click here for an 
overview and guidelines for designing a Pecha Kucha presentation. 
 
Expenses and Fees 
 
All session presenters are responsible for conference registration, fees, travel, and hotel expenses. 
Please be sure that all individuals listed in the proposal have this information and can be available to 
present throughout the event. 
 
The pricing structure includes new options this year to save money by enrolling in all events, or choosing 
to pay for the portion of the meeting that best suits your needs. 
 

 VRAS – Cost TBD (breakfast provided, half-day sessions) 

 Single Full Day Attendance on Thursday: - $175 before October 15th; $225 after October 15th  

 VAG Full conference (Wed. evening through Fri afternoon): $225 before October 15th; $275 after 

October 15th. 

  

http://www.pechakucha.org/faq


 

 
Proposed Conference Schedule 
 

Wednesday November 18, 2015 

 Morning-evening – VRAS meeting sessions 

 Evening – Joint Reception and poster session 
 
Thursday November 19, 2015 

 Morning-noon – Opening plenary & concurrent sessions 

 Noon – Lunch and business meeting for all conference attendees 

 Afternoon-evening – Concurrent sessions 
 
Friday November 20, 2015 

 Morning-noon – Pecha Kucha sessions 

 Noon – Closing plenary 
 
Sponsorship 
 
Proposals that promote products or services for purchase will not be considered through the regular 
proposal process, but will be referred to the 2015 Virginia Assessment Sponsorship program. 
 
All proposal and sponsorship questions may be directed to Tim Merrill at TimothyMerrill@rmc.edu. 
 
Click here to download a PDF of the Virginia Assessment Group 2015 Annual Conference Proposal 
Guidelines. 


